EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS – APRIL 17, 2019

TAMIL NADU
Election Commission – cancels polling for Vellore Lok Sabha
constituency in Tamil Nadu, following the cases of largescale cash
distribution to influence voters
 This marks the first time polling in a Lok Sabha constituency has been called off
on grounds of voter bribery and corrupt practices
 In 2016, assembly polls to Thanjavur and Aravakurichi were cancelled for the
same reason, followed by the cancellation of a bypoll to the R K Nagar seat in
2017
 As per a report compiled by the EC on poll-related seizures till April 16, Tamil
Nadu had the highest cash seizures among states at ₹204.77 crore, which
constituted 30% of the total ₹683.29 crore all-India seizures
The Ma. Aranganathan Literary Awards for 2019 - were presented to
writers Veli Rangarajan and Yuma Vasuki in Chennai
 The awards carry a citation and a cash prize of ₹1 lakh each from Munril Literary
Society, run by Justice R. Mahadevan of Madras High Court.
 He had instituted the awards last year in memory of his father, a noted Tamil
writer, who died on April 16, 2017 at the age of 83.

STATES
The Kochi Metro Rail Limited - has tied up with Google Maps to
facilitate public access to metro routes, fares, stop timing at each
station and duration of the trip
 Till now, Google Maps in Kochi showed only recommendations based on
personal commute and trains
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 KMRL launched the train schedule and fare information in general transit feed
specification (GTFS) format and became the first metro agency in India to adopt
the open data approach.
 Through this initiative, KMRL joins other metro agencies like Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation and Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation to push the transit data to
Google Maps
Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Ltd – is planning to introduce first
Driverless trains likely from 2021

 The driverless trains will be introduced as part of the Communication Based
Train Control (CBTC) signalling system for the Yellow Line
 This is the first time that CBTC, commonly called „driverless technology‟, is being
used in Namma Metro
 Currently, Namma Metro uses DTG (distance to go) signalling system, in which
the time between two trains is two-and-half minutes
 However, CBTC can reduce train headway to less than 90 seconds.

NATIONAL
The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) - has notified
amendments to Form16 — these revisions will come into force from
May 12, 2019
 Details of exempt allowances will be disclosed as separate line items — such as
leave travel allowance (LTA), house rent allowance (HRA), death-cum-retirement
gratuity, to name a few.
 Salary from previous employers, if any, during that particular financial year, will
also be separately disclosed.
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 Similarly, deductions claimed by the employer under chapter VI-A of the Income
Tax (I-T) Act will be reflected in detail
 CBDT has also announced amendments to Form 24Q, a quarterly TDS
statement on deductions against salary income that is filed by the employer
Indian Institute of Technology, Madras - launched a 'DST Centre of
Excellence (CoE) in Climate Change Impacts on Coastal
Infrastructure and the Adaptation Strategies' on its campus

 It will play a major role in helping communities in India's 7,500 km-long coastal
line to prepare for the impact of climate change such as rise in sea levels and
increased frequency of tropical cyclones.
 The CoE is being established by Department of Science and Technology (DST),
Government of India, at IIT Madras under Indo-German Centre for Sustainability
(IGCS) centre

INTERNATIONAL
Iran Parliament - approved a bill labelling US forces in West Asia as
terrorist, a day after the US terrorism designation for Iran’s
Revolutionary Guard formally took effect
 Defence minister General Amir Hatami introduced the bill authorising the
government to act firmly in response to “terrorist actions” by US forces
 It demands authorities use “legal, political and diplomatic” measures to neutralise
the American move, without elaborating.

PERSONALITIES
A nine-year-old Indian girl - won $1 million jackpot in Dubai Duty
Free’s Millennium Millionaire
 Eliza M, a grade school student, won the jackpot with ticket No.0333
 She is the 140th Indian national to win a million dollars in the Dubai Duty Free
lottery since its inception in 1999
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 In the same raffle, she had won a luxury McLaren Coupe in January 2013

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT
Nasa’s latest planet-hunting probe, The Transiting Exoplanets
Survey Satellite (TESS) -has discovered its first Earth-sized
exoplanet orbiting a star 53 light-years away
 It has also discovered a warm sub-Neptune-sized world in the same system
 The Planet Finder Spectrograph (PFS) on the Magellan II telescope in Chile
helped confirm the planetary nature of the TESS signal, and to measure the
mass of the newly discovered sub-Neptune.
 The PFS works using a technique called the radial velocity method, which is
currently the only way for astronomers to measure the masses of individual
planets.

AWARDS
The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal were awarded
Pulitzer Prizes for their separate investigations of President Donald
Trump and his family
 The Times won the journalism award for explanatory reporting for its probe of the
Trump family‟s finances
 The South Florida Sun Sentinel won the Pulitzer for public service for its
coverage of failings by school and law enforcement officials
 In the breaking news category, the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette was honoured for its
coverage of the October 2018 shooting at a synagogue in the city
 The Associated Press won a Pulitzer for international reporting for its coverage
of the war in Yemen.
 Reuters was honoured for international reporting for its coverage of atrocities
committed against Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar
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NOTRE DAME FIRE – A REPORT
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OPEN SIGNAL’S MOBILE NETWORK EXPERIENCE
– A REPORT
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