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TAMIL NADU 

 

  

 
 
Ï The KG section was set up at a cost Rs 8.9 lakhs and was recently opened by K 

A Sengottaiyan, Min of School education on Aug 15th 2018 
 

EVERYDAY CURRENT AFFAIRS ̧ AUGUST 31, 2018 
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Ï This market will function every 2nd Saturday and Sunday of the month, open from 
10am to 8 pm  

Ï It will be organized by Tamil Nadu corporation for womenôs development and 
Organic farmers market 

Ï Chemical-free organic produce including millets, vegetables, fruits, cotton 
garments and sees will be available at the market  

STATES 

 

 

 
 
Ï The 3 new districts are Pakke-Kesang, Lepa Rada and Shi Yomi 
Ï Now, the state will have total 25 districts from earlier 22 districts 
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NATIONAL 

 

Ï The purpose of new Cell is to encourage the culture of óInnovationô in all Higher 
education institutions across the country 

 

 
 
Ï It will conduct major óinnovationô programs such as Network of Innovation Clubs , 

Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements , Smart India Hackathon 
2019, National Student Startup policy etc.,  

Ï It has to be recalled that Indiaôs ranking in the Global Innovation Index  improved 
significantly from 66 in 2016 to 57 in 2018, among a total of 127 countries 
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Ï It will systematically rank the institutions primarily on Innovation related indicators 
Ï The ranking will be based on the total score of 100 in 5 broad areas 

ü Idea to entrepreneurship (Weightage - 54) 
ü Budget expenses and revenue generated through Innovation and 

entrepreneurship development ( 20) 
ü Facilitate access to advance centres and facilities and entrepreneurial 

support system (10) 
ü Development of innovation ecosystems supported through teaching & 

learning (10)  
ü Best innovative solutions developed in-house for improving governance of 

institution (6) 
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Ï The prominent IT companies that are expected to participate in this initiative are - 

Persistent Systems, Invest India, Wipro, Capgemini and NASSCOM 
Ï The initiative strives to bring startup, academic and enterprise developers together 

to respond and recover from natural disasters 
Ï For this purpose, IBM will provide access to its cloud, data, Artificial Intelligence 

and blockchain technologies, along with training and code to developers 
Ï Through this initative, IBM and David Clark Cause are joining forces to benefit 

their charitable partners such as United Nations Human Rights and American Red 
Cross  

Ï This initiative was started in May 2018 and since then over 35 organisations are 
already part of it.  

 

 

 
Ï The Project targets about 390,000 individual households in three districts of North 

24 Parganas, Bankura and Purba Medinipur 
Ï The project will use first-of-its-kind óhigh-technologyô based óSmart water 
management systemô to efficiently manage large scale rural water services 

Ï West Bengal is the  worst affected state with high arsenic and fluoride levels in 
drinking water in India 

Budget of the project 
Ï Overall cost - $349 million 
Ï ADB to provide - $240 million  
Ï West Bengal to provide - $106 million 
Ï Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction financed by Government of Japan - $3 million 
Ï Completion of the Project ï June 2024 
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Ï German development agency GIZ ï Had also prepared óGanga Boxô - to target 

school-going children and inform them about the river Ganga 
Ï The purpose of project is to reduce untreated waste water in River Ganga and, 

thereby to improve the water quality of the river 
Ï Ganga Book ï has been prepared like óDanube bookô when the cleaning of River 

Danube was undertaken 
Ï The book will highlight the importance of River Ganga along with suggestions to 

avoid polluting it  
Ï Ganga book project has been piloted in government schools in Uttarakhand and it 

will be replicated in other states 
 

 

 

 
 


